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SANTA PAULA THEATER CENTER ANNOUNCES APPROPRIATE 


Santa Paula Theater Center is excited to announce their opening show of 
Season 2026, Appropriate by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins. Appropriate will play 
from February 6 - March 8, 2026 with performances on Friday evenings at 8:00 
PM, Saturday at 4:00 PM and Sunday at 2:30 PM. The Santa Paula Theater 
Center is located at 125 S. Seventh Street, Santa Paula, CA 93060. Tickets may 
be purchased by visiting the website www.santapaulatheatercenter.org or by 
calling the box office at 805-525-4645.


This Tony and Obie Award winning dark comedy throws you into the middle of a 
crumbling Arkansas plantation home, where the Lafayette siblings gather to 
divide their father’s estate. But what starts as a family negotiation spirals into a 
volatile contest of loyalty, betrayal, and power. With biting wit and unflinching 
honesty, Appropriate forces audiences to confront how the legacies of racism, 
privilege, and denial continue to echo across generations.


DIRECTOR’S NOTE - Appropriate is a play about inheritance… What we’re 
handed down, whether we want it or not. Families don’t just pass along 
heirlooms. They pass along wounds, silences, and stories that may or may not 
be true. What excites me about this piece is the way it balances humor with 
heartbreak. The Lafayette family is messy, complicated, and painfully 
recognizable, even (especially) at their worst.


“…very fine, subversively original…[Jacobs-Jenkins] honors the time-tested 
recipes of those who have gone before him, combining them into a crafty 
narrative…But he also brings a culinary self-consciousness to the mix that 
makes you savor the ingredients anew, while pondering why they have 
dominated American theater for so long… Appropriate is piercingly clear, with 
carefully drawn characters who speak in crisp and fluid dialogue… and he has 
achieved the difficult feat of making them all both unlovable and impossible not 
to identify with…remarkable and devious.”  — The New York Times. “…
prodigiously gifted…[Branden Jacobs-Jenkins] effortlessly and believably taps 
into a white family’s dysfunction, infuses the script with unforced, viperish 



humor… Appropriate is an uncommonly deft dramatic and technical 
achievement.” — Entertainment Weekly. “…an exceptionally brilliant piece of 
writing…gut-punchingly honest work.” — Time Out Chicago.


From painting workshops to concerts to classes to magic shows to great plays – 
there’s always something happening at the Santa Paula Theater Center! For 
more information visit our website at www.santapaulatheatercenter.org. 2026 
Season tickets are available to purchase!


WHAT: Appropriate by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins

WHERE: Santa Paula Theater Center 125 So. 7th St. Santa Paula, CA 93060

WHEN: February 6 - March 8, 2026 with performances on Friday evenings at 
8:00 PM, Saturday at 4:00 PM and Sunday at 2:30 PM. 

CONTACT: Phone #805-525-4645. sptcbox@gmail.com. 



